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Folktales o f India  is one volum e in  the  m ulti-vo lum e (th irteen  volum es to date) “  Fo lk
tales of th e  W orld  ” Series pub lished  by  th e  U niversity  o f Chicago Press. T h is  series 
was conceived by  the  late R ichard  D orson  as a vehicle for the  publication  of folktales 
collected from  oral sources by  contem porary  fieldworkers using  the  h igh  standards of 
m o d ern  fieldwork techn iques in  a w ide variety  of cu ltu res a round  the  w orld. T h e  
series has been  of consistently  h igh  quality  and  has been  an  im portan t resource for all 
people (scholars as well as non-scholars) w ho are in te rested  in  trad itional narratives. 
T h ere  are several significant features of each volum e in  the series, such as the  forew ard/ 
in tro d u c tio n  to  each volum e th a t discusses the  h isto ry  of folktale scholarship in  the 
featu red  coun try  as well as accom panying indices and  notes w hich deal w ith  the  s tan d 
ard  tale types and tale m otifs represen ted  in  the  collection. T h is  latest volum e u p 
holds th e  h igh  standards o f th e  series and  even surpasses its predecessors in  some 
respects.

In  Folktales o f In d ia，th ere  are 99 tales collected from  oral sources and transla ted  
by  eigh teen  regional specialists. T h ere  are oral tales from  rem ote villages as well as 
from  u rb a n  cen ters from  all over Ind ia. N o single collection could hope to include 
all o f the  language and  cu ltu ra l trad itio n s o f th e  diverse peoples who live w ith in  the 
In d ian  bo rders b u t th is collection does an  excellent jo b  of rep resen ting  India.

T h e  forew ard  by  A. K . R am anujan provides an  excellent overview  of the  previous 
narrative collecting w ork in  Ind ia . H e  po in ts ou t th e  m ajor problem s w ith  the  col
lecting techn iques used  b y  the  m issionaries, travelers, and B ritish  officials who were 
responsib le for th e  bu lk  o f 19th cen tu ry  and  early  20th cen tu ry  field collections. T h e  
lack of con tex tual in form ation  about th e  perform ance se tting  as well as the  tendency 
to  editorialize/bow dlerize m akes analysis o f th e  thousands o f tales collected by  the  early 
collectors all b u t im possible. T h e  ed ito rs o f th is fine volum e have been very careful 
to  provide in form ation  abou t th e  perform ance context as well as to  translate d irectly  
w ithou t a ltera tions to  the  tex t. T h e  contextual notes and analyses o f th e  individual 
tales are  fo r th e  m ost p a rt very  well done.

Som e scholars m ig h t very well classify some of th e  narra tives included in th is 
collection as m yths ra th e r th an  as folktales b u t th ere  is no  clear genre d istinction  w ith in  
th e  In d ian  trad itio n  itself. T h e  editors have organized th e  tales very appropria te ly  
in to  sections th a t re la te  to  th e  social re la tionsh ips o f th e  m ain  characters (e.g. su iters 
an d  m aidens, new  b rides and  groom s, paren ts and  children , and sisters and  b ro thers), 
com m on form s of social in te rac tion  (e.g. dom estic strife, m oral v irtu e  o r its lack, etc.), 
an d  orig in  tales.

T h is  collection sets a clear stan d ard  for fu tu re  collections of oral tales from  all 
corners o f th e  In d ian  subcon tinen t. I t  is the  type of book th a t can be  enjoyed by all 
readers w ho love a w ell-to ld  tale as well as by  scholars o f trad itional narra tive  and 
scholars o f In d ia  in  general.

H u g h  M . Flick, Jr.
H arv ard  U niversity
C am bridge, M A


