
KANKANAY ANATOMY: 
A Lexicon

By

M o r ic e  V a n o v e r b e r g h ，C IC M  

Baguio City, Philippines

I n t r o d u c t io n

The Kankanay inhabit the central part of the Cordillera Mountains, in 
Northern Luzon, Philippines.

E is pronounced as u in “ but ”，except when it bears the accent 
in an open syllable, where it is pronounced as o in German or as eu 

in French “ feu” .
Ng is pronounced as in ‘‘ k ing，，• 
camote—sweet potato. 
palay=rice in the husk.

I .  L iv in g  B e in g s

1 . The Head 

auditory canal or meatus. External, koeng. 

brain, utek 
cerumen. tuengt luek. 

chin, paddnga. 
dandruff, laklakt. 
ear. inga. Its shell, 
earwax. tilengy luek. 

eye. mata. Its pupil, 

eyebrow, kidey. 
eyelid. My up, 
glands. Submaxillary. 
gullet. alakooky okook 

Itisop.

inga. Its lobe. Uplipdy，lapdy. 

bokbokkd，bokbokkdeg• Its white, nilibliboo.

it-itab.
1 he oesophagus, kayangdkang, kangakang,
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gum. Of the eye. oki. Of the teeth, ngipe, ngtpeL 
hair. book, thick and black, bibeg. 

head. 0，toktok
jaw, jawbone. Lower, sddang. upper, pdsong. 

lash, kedem. 
lip. subil
lobe. Of the ear. lapayy liplipay. 

nape. Of the neck, tenged.
nasal mucus, muteng. Dry or hardened, ngue. 

neck, bagdng. 
nose, eng,
occiput. tungtung-ug.
oesophagus, kayangdkang，kangakang  ̂ liisop.

palate. gutguty tdnge.
pupil. Of the eye. bokbokkd，bokbokkdeg.

saliva, ngaiw.
shell. Of the ear. inga.

skull.o, toktok,
slabber, ngdiw.
sliver. Cf. the preceding.

snot, muteng. Dry or hardened, ngue.
tartar. Of the teeth, takkin di bab-d (excrement of the teeth), 
throat. alakooky okook. 

tongue, dila.
tooth, bab-d. Canine, sdzvi，saongt First, miigay. Mill or molar 

ngot-o, wezve.

White. Of the eye. nilibliboo.

2. The Trunk

abdomen. tdboy luduy. The belly, bokldw. The bowels, eges. 
anus, himut. 

back, bokudy edeg. 

backbone. tigtigi, talidtid.
belly, bokldw. The womb, buang. The bowels, egis.
bladder, btdung.
bowels. luyoy dindem，eges.
breast, bokong, taked.
buttock, tiwed.

cartilage. Of the ribs, ngawingew. 
chest. takeby bokongy agabiab. 

clavicle, alimadang. 

clitoris, labldbing.
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collar bone. Cf. clavicle.

dung, tdi，takkL
entrails, dindem, eges, luyo.

epigastrium, dekdek-dng，pigpig~ol.

excrement. tdit takkL
feces. Cf. the preceding.
flank, bakldngy sag-en9 bikes.

flatus, utut,
foreskin, lupsik.
gall, gall bladder, pidts,
genital organs, kolagteng,

groin, lapiak.

guts. Cf. intestines.

heart. pusoy balitinaw.
iliac bone, ilium, pinga,
intestine. Greater, kinadak-an,

intestines, eges, Myo, dindem.
kidney, batil.
labia majora. bibtL
liver, dtey,
lung, balld.
matrix. belbeluay balbaUiy.
milk, tdto’ talhvan, seksekkak,

milt. Lawey,
navel, pilseg.
omoplate. bangbangtg,
penis, laddy, Msi，waywdyan9 ayyokkdn.

pit. Of the stomach. aguMub, dekdek-dngi pigpig-
prepuce. lupsik

rectum. Its extremity, ilbet, balangbdng.
scapula • bangbangig •

semen. dyott kisit、daliwadew,
shoulder, puke.

shoulder blade, bangbangig,
side. Flank, bikes，bakldngy sag-en.
smegma, bungi.

sperm, kisit、ayot, daliwadew.
spinal column, spine, tigtigi、talidtid.
speen. Idwey.

stale. isM’ ibsu.

stomach. The belly, bokldw’ budng，hugsit，eges, 
stool, tdi, takkL
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teat, illiag.
testicle. kagkagUy、butMg, kutkuthig.

thorax, agabiab,
umbilic. Umblical cord, piiseg.

urine. isM，ibsti.
uterus. belbeluay balbal-ey.
vertebral column, tigtigi、talidtid.
viscera, dindem，hiyo，eges.
vulva, tiliy botoy sipit, lawit, Mngat, ayangban, asmdlan’ gispapan 
vulvo-vaginal glands. The humor, dyot，kisit, 

womb. budngy belbelud, balbal-eŷ  bugsiL

3. The Limbs

femur. Rtstw. 
knee, pagolong, piieg. 

leg. siki, pagop~o,

limbs. The four, kamangey, gamung~ey.

phalanx. bok6, anguey.

shank, adds ay.
shin. Cf. the preceding.

pubes, dekdek-dng, pigpig-ol.
thigh • luplupiong.
thigh bone, kisiw.

4. In General 

aponeurosis, samuldlat, ladang.

artery, uat.

blood, dadd.
body, dwak、balangen.

bone, tung-d. Great, piinged.
cartilage. mungmungL
down. dutautt

hair. Cf. the preceding.

hide. kupMp.
left, kanigid, igid,
liquid, dawum.

marrow, btisag，bitag.

medulla, uti, busagy biltag.
muscle, lames.
nerve. ilaL
perspiration. lingSt, agew. 
pith. Msag, butagy Uti.
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right, kanawdn.

sinew, uat.
skin. kupkUp,
sweat. UngSt, dgezv,
transpiration. Cf. the preceding.

vein. uat.
water, damim.
whirl. In the hair, togtog-o.

II. M en

apophysis. Of the femur, ginangangsa.

arm. takkdy, ima.

armpit, yekyek.
axilla. Cf. the preceding.
back. Of the hand. okub.

back. Its groove, gingindwang. Its lower part. salinggiHtan, 

beard, iimeng, 
birthmark, siding,
breast, toto, illiag, taliwan. Of men. pagdew,

breech. kitmH, kildngaty kuldngat，kulang-atan, kuldngiat, gulangdat, 
galtmgdak, talakkian, talalang, balawet. Its groove, gisuang. Its 
upper part, salinggtitan, 

brow, kitung • 
bum. Cf. breech, 
buttocks. Cf. breech.

calf. Of the leg. botoy. Its fleshiest part, kalimputoy. 
carpus, pangadingan.

cheek, tamong. The region of the gonion. tamU.

chest, pagaew,
chorion. Of fetus, kuydput.
coccyx, tultulay.

dactyl, gamuydgey. Of the toes, gumut.
digit. Cf. the preceding.
dimple. Of the cheek, tamiek.
down, hagbdgo,

elbow, siko.
face, patangy ongud.

finger, gamuydgey, ledeng. Little. pagpag-ikingy palpal-iking. Mid
dle. gawdan. Their ends, kemeng. 

fontanel, lumlum-6. 
foot, siki，pagop-o. Its sole, dapan. 
forefinger, tedek.
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forehead, kitung.
groove. Of the back, ginginawang. Of the breech, gisuang. 

hair, bagbago. Of the neck, sapgi; a small tuft at its end. (ted.

Pelvic, gem. Parting, biisig, 
hand, ima. Its back. okub. Its lines. pad\ small, pap-ad. Its 

hollow, adpa. 
hangnail, sabongdnay. 
haunch, lipad, tiwed.
head. Its temple, aping. Of the femur, ginangangsa.

heel, miikud.
hip. Cf. haunch.

index, tedek.
kneepan. ginangangsa.

lip. Upper, panang-etdn,

loins, gitang,
malleolus, mukmukltng,
mamma, toto, taliwan，illiag.
mouth, tupek.

mustache, umeng.

nail, koko
nipple. UngiL
pap. Cf. the preceding.
patella, ginangangsa.

paunch, bugstt.

phlegm, tekak,
pituite. Cf. the preceding.

posteriors, kimtit，kildngat, kuldngat，kolangiat, kulang-atdn, balawet9 

talakkian，talalang, galungdak，gulaangaak. 
pubes. Pubic hair. gem. 
pudenda, kolagting，kud，uka. 

reins, gitang. 
rump. The. tuMlay. 
secret parts, secrets. Cf. pudenda, 
shank, gologolo 
shin. Cf. the preceding 

sole. Of the foot, dapan 
spittle, tekak. 
stomach, bugsit,

thigh. Its side, at its upper part, alipadpdd. Its fleshiest part, ka
limputoy. 

thumb, palpal-amd

toe. gumuty gamuydgey. Great. palpal~ama9 pagpag-ama. Regular, not
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projecting sideway. naayudsuy. Little, palpal-iking, pagpag-iking. 
uvula. ak-akl6ng, il-ilok. 
visage. ungudt patdng. 

waist, gitang. 
whiskers, umeng. 

womb, bugsit. 
wrist. pangadingan.

I I I .  A n im a l s

backbone. Of a snake. Mlig•
beak, topkdy

bill. Cf. the preceding.
breast, pdgew. Of birds, sdkong. Of water buffalo, kolay-ong; its 

white meat, tumey. 

brisket, bokong. 
bristle, kedem, bodo, dutdut. 

carapace. Of eggs, crabs, etc. gok-ang 
carcass. Of fowls, kogong. 
caudal fin. Of fishes, ipay, 
chela. Of crabs, ipang.

chest, bokong. Of fowls, sdkong; its white meat, tumey. Of animals.
pdgew. Of water buffalo, kolay-ong. 

chorion. Of the egg. kuydput. Of fetus, balaya. 

chrysalis, duli.

claw, koko, siki’ pagop-o. Of fowls, sekdd. 
cocoon, diili.

comb. Of fowls, balungading. Double, sallongo. 

creat. Cf. the preceding, 
crop. Of birds, bintoko. 
crottels. tdi, takki.

cud. bugat, bangen di nudng (hairdress of the water buffalo), 
dug. tingiL
dung. Of hens, tontona. 

egg. itlog. Not incubated, binko. 
excrement. Of edible snails, bitli, bantikoen. 
fang. sa6ng, sawi.

fat. laUb. Covering the inside of a hog. niak. Hard particles in 
it. natag. 

feather, dutdut. 

fech. libliblo, 
fish bone, iga, 
flesh, lames.
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foot. Of a fowl, sekdd. 
forefoot, pangdan，pam-oam, 

foreleg. Idpa. 
gizzed. bitliy bantikoen. 

grease. Cf. fat. 
gristle, mungmunge*
hair, bodo. Of the tail of horses. tadgt
hide. Of hogs. kaluppakupy kuplit. Of water buffalo, cows, horses.

lalat. Of cows, horses, etc. kMil. 
hind leg. udidi. 
hoof, kokud. Soft, dengidew. 
horn. sakgM. Of deer, the branched, sakgangd. 

ilium. Of birds, id-idus.

intestine. Of hogs: great, balikus; small, ktnopisan. 
lard. laleb.
larva, bildgaw, babdli. Of the dragon fly. os~osongy sungan; young. 

tultulbdy pekpekety sagsdgag. Of the cockroach, lablabdsan* Of 

white ants, lakey. 
leg. Of a fowl, puyong, upot Long, of locusts, etc. tsew. 
loin meat. Of beef, alimds. 
manyplies. libhblo. 
matrix, belbelud，balbal-ey. 
meat, moa, ddot，dawddw，lamesy kuawwa. 
muzzle, tupek, songod,
nape. Of the neck. Of hogs, cows, etc. lenged,

nasal septum. Of hogs. gugHt.
nib. topkdy.

nose. tupek) songod.

oil gland, lanlana,

omasum, libliblo.
paunch, bangen di nudng (hairdress of the water buffalo), bugat. 
paw. siki，pagop-o. 
penis. kisL

pincers. Of crabs, ipang.

pinion, payak.

pork, wawak.
prickle, siding，bodo.

pupa. duli.

quill, dutdut.
rind. Of hogs. kupUt.
roe. Of frogs, name. Of fishes and insects, manokeng. With roe. 

manugiy etleyt itley.
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rostrum, topkdy.
rumen, bugat, bangen di nudng (hairdress of the water buffalo) 

rump, kimuty kiMngat，kuldngat, kolangiat，kulang~atant balawety talak

kian, talalangy galungdak’ gulangdak, ngilud，tingtinghid, ngislud. Of 
a bird. tuig. tingting-oe. 

seta. bodo.
shell. Of edible snails, tubitub. Of mollusca. okit. Of eggs, gok- 

ing. Of eggs, crabs, etc. gok-ang. 

sirloin. Of beef, alitnds.
skeleton. Of a fowl, kogong. Of a snake, dtilig. 
skin. Of horses，cows, etc. lalaty kudiL Of hogs, kuplit，kalup- 

pakilp; of their belly, with a layer of fat. sak-eb, Mngaw, Of snakes, 
cast, lokstib. 

slough. Of snakes, loksub. 

snout, songod, tupek, dngud，ngulad, 
spawn. Cf. roe. 

spine. Of a snake, dulig. 

spur. Of a bird, padsing. 
sting. Of insects. iteeL

tail. iko. Of a fowl, gdtud. Of fishes, ipay. Of horses, the hair.
tadg. 

talon, siki,

teat. Of a dog, small, sena.
thigh. Of a -javoj upot Of a hog. sado.
throat. Of a hog. timL
train. Of a fowl, gdtud.
tusk, saong, sawi,

udder, toto.

uropygial gland, lanldna. 
uterus, belbeludj balbal-ey. 
vertebral column. Of a snake, dulig, 
wind egg. puyupuy.
wing, paydk. Meat of its lower part. pagigL 

womb, belbelua, balbal-iy. 

yolk. Of an egg. payanga.

IV. Plants

aftergrass. Cf. the next.

aftermath, zakg、sagtbo, Salegseg, seg.

apex, mutidyok.

awn. kedem.
bamboo. Its stem, tanawey. Its branch, salliding. Its internode.
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tongbo. Shoots sprouting at its base. sobo. 
bamboo grass. Young, bilokmn. Its young branches, taktakbd. Its 

pointed cane, bisld. Its shoot, lotbo, galongbtan. Its skin, opidk. 

Its leaf. sapiiL Its buf, before the blowing of the flower, bidkaw; 
mature. ndkay • Inflorescence, young. bioksoy billaoy yuteng. 
Stump, after a fire, gapoo, 

banana. Its bark dried, alupdsi; dry. lapnit. Its leaf, rolled up. 
buke\ dry. lapis; its sheath, ubdk. Its flower bud. puson di badt 

(heart of the banana); whose flowers do not blow any more, bokiki. 
Its fruit, badt; hand, sdpad; small hand, sayayadking; stem. 
Mtang，bulig; its skin. aba. Its bract, dayyangudang. 

bark, ukis, lagso. Of trees, sipstp, kupkup, kuba. Its innermost part. 
bdnuL Of the banana, dried, alupdsi; dry. lapnit. Of the Java 

plum, gamuna. Of the anes bamboo, anit. 

bead, bod,
berry. Cf. the preceding.

bifurcation. Two prongs of a stem. isptL
black. Of the Gunnera macrophylla. Bl.: Iddong.
bloom, bengd, bangbdng•

blossom. Cf. the preceding.
boll. Of cotton. Its cup. Idyab. Its husk. ukat. Young, nguy- 

unguyt ngeley, ngeydngey. 

bottle gourd. Its dry skin, bayengyeng.

bough. pangay kalldsan, sagingsingy batbatang. 1 hick, ginmagangn- 
gdan.

bract. Of the banana, dayyangudang. 
bramble, pigit, sibiL 

bran, digi. Fine. lasd.

branch. Of a tree. pangdy sagingsingy kalldsany batbdtang. Small. 
pdting• Very small, tat-d. Dead, nilddew. Both ends cut off. 
pagengpeng. Or Damboo grass, young, taktakba. Of a head of 
palay. luey, Idsing. 

brier. Cf. bramble, 
bristle, bebeg.

bud. Of herbs. ultnsayeky unsayek̂  unsek. Of bamboo grass, bidkaw; 

mature, ndkay. Of the banana, puson di badt (heart of the banana); 
whose flowers never blow. bukikL Of the guava, gulguld. Of 
the Ficus stipulosa. Miq.: bagilang. 

calyx. Of cotton, layab.

camote. Its leaf, puytiid. Its taproot, buddt. Its tuber, tugi; left 

in the ground, tilew. Small, produced after the harvest, sumud. 
cane. Of bamboo grass, pointed, bisld.



KANKANAY ANATOMY 93

sayyaput; young, ngo-

The whole ear. gingsit. 

Idyab ; the husk, iikat;

chili pepper. Small green, konkonkon. 

cob. Cf. corn.
cogon grass. Young leaf, mtfnis. Flower.

sngos. 

cone, moken.
core. Of herbs, unsayek̂  unsek，ulinsayek. 
corn. The cob. pugtu^ ; very young, bueg.

Mongrel, kitupan. The husk. opek. 
cotton. Its flower. Mpi. Its boll, the cup.

young, ngeley, ngeyangey, nguyunguy. 
cowpea. Its leaves, kdbey. 
culm. Of palay. udengy gatldng. 
cup. Of the cotton boll. Idyab. 
double. Fruits, sip-il, ipL 
drupe, bod. 

dust. Of rice. lasd.
ear. wagedwed. Of palay. bdyug, Idyog, Of corn, gingsit 
end. Lower, poott. 
fiber, udt.
filament. Cf. the preceding, 

flower, bangbdng, bengd. Of the bottle gourd,
Of the cogon grass. Mpi, sayyaput; young, 

foot. poon.
fork. Two prongs of the stem. isptL 

fruit. lameSy begasy bod; young. kuysupf buttigi. 

cowpea, etc. gumbd. Of the cotton, young 
nguyunguy.

gnarl. mingming, mengmeng. Where a branch shoots out 

bod. Of the guava, the cowpea, etc. gumbd.
Cf. grain.
Of bananas, sdpad. Small, sayayadking, 
gatldng. Of palay. udeng.

Of palay. wagedwed, bdyug, Idyog• Its branch, luey, Idsing. 
busag di kaiw (pith of a tree). Mostly of the pine tree, gang-dn 

Of cotton, ukat.

the squash. 

ngosttgos.

Of the 

ngeleyf

taklubdw.

guava, the 

ngeydngey，

pingL
grain.

grape.
hand.
haulm.

head.
heart.

hull.
husk. Of corn. opet. Of rice. taepy lumeng. Of cotton, ukat. 
hybrid. Corn. kitHpan.
inflorescence. Young, btokso, billdo. Before spreading, yuteng.
internode. bok6, attguey, buke. Of bamboo, tongbo.

joint, unget,

juice, danum.
kernel, bod.
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knar, mirtgming，mengmeng. Where a branch shoots out. ptngt. In 
wood, kdbut. 

knot. Cf. the preceding.

leaf. tuboy anangua; pale, young, lidew. Of bamboo grass. sapiiL 

Of the banana, dry. lapis; rolled up. buke; its sheath, ubdk. Of 
the camote. puytud. Of the cogon grass, young, tnitnis. Of the 
sugar cane, ngdwey，ginetgetd. Of the taro. gupusy lengdd. Of 
the tobacco, small. teptepy sinageksek. Of cowpeas. kdbey. Of 

the pine tree, dry. agidbo, bulibu. 
maize. Cf. corn, 
midrib. Of tobacco, gutang. 
mongrel. Corn, kitupan.
mushroom. Young, okst. Something larger, okso. 

nap. dutdut.

neck. Of the palay. payaneng.

node, unget. With projecting nodes, naagsisinge.
offset, anak.
orange. Its quarter, uglis、lub-ak.
palay. Its seedling, padug. Head, wagedwed; its branch. Idsing, 

luey; its spike, bdyug, layog; its husk. taepy lumeng; its awn. 
kedem; detached grains, ugas. Its neck, pataneng. Its straw, in 

the field, udeng; remaining after the harvest. gum-dngy gus-ang; 
of a bundle, lingay; after pounding, alldng. Its aftermath, seg. 

panicle. Of bamboo grass, etc. panuydpey. 

paring, ukis. Of guavas, potatoes, dgab. 

part. Of an orange, uglis、lub~dk.

peel. kupRup. Of bamboo grass, etc. opiak. Of any plant, ukts.
petiole, gadgdding.

piece. Of an orange, lub-dk, uglis,
pine. Its dry leaf, bulibu, agiabo. Young. bSbe，bunga. Its soft 

wood, gepdew. 

pip. bod. 
pitch pine, saleng. 
pod. Young, gtding. 
point. Of trees and herbs, otiok. 
pollard, inedaw.

prickle, pagat, pigit, sibit，siding, 
pubescence, dutdut. 

quarter. Of an orange, uglis, lubak. 
radix, lamot.

residue. Of tobacco leaves, sinagutsut. 
rhizome. Of the taro, bakkdg.
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rind. kupkupy ukis. Of bamboo grass, opiak, 
root, lamot. Of the addaan-shrub. lotbdng, 
rootstock. Of the taro, bakkdg• 

sap. danunt.

sapling. Of the pine. bebef bunga. 
scion, andk.
scraps. Of tobacco leaves, sinagutsut.
seed. boay bing-L Of the Mucuna curranii. Elm. gubdgub. Broad

winged, of the Oroxylum indicum. Vent, kumpildt, 
seedling. Of palay. padug. 
shag, dutdut.

sheath. Of the banana leaf. ubdk. 

shell, ukis.

shoot, andk, alinsayeky unsayeky unseky ulinsayek. Of the taro, amtek. 
Of the pond weed, laylayan di ibas. Of bamboo grass, lotbd, 

galongbian. Of the Monochoria vaginalis. Presl. gamulidan. 
Sprouting at the base of a banana, a bamboo, etc. sobo. 

skin. ukis. Of the banana fruit, aba. Of guavas, potatoes, agab.

Of the bottle gourd, dry. bayengyeng. Of bamboo grass, etc. opiak. 

spike. Of palay. Idyogy bayug. Of bamboo grass, before spreading. 
yuteng.

spray, sagingsing. Of bamboo, salliding. 
sprig. Cf. the preceding, 

sprout. Cf. shoot, 
squash. Its part. lub~dk,

stalk, gatldng, weywey. Of sugar cane, tanazvey. Of palay, in the 
field, udeng. Of a vine, lotdng• 

stem. Cf. the preceding. Of bananas, bulig, bdtang. 

stock, poo. 

stone, bod.
straw. Of palay, in the field, udeng; what remains after the harvest.

gum-dngy gus-ang; of a bundle, ungay; after pounding, alldng. 

strobile, moken.
stub. poo. Of great trees, tunged, lunged. Of small trees, kongo.

Of bamboo grass, after a fire, gapoo, 

stump. Cf. the preceding, 
subterranean. Stock, poo.
sugar cane. Its leaf, ginetgetd, ngdwey, Its panicle, panuydpey. 

summit. Of a tree, alintaydk，mutidyok, musdmo. 

taproot, wdkey，tandek. Of camotes. buddt•
taro. Its leaf. gupusy lengad. Its rhizome, bakkdg. Its sprout. 

amtek.
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tendon, udt. 

thorn, sibit、pigit、pagdt. 
timber, kaiw. 

tip. otiok.
tobacco. Its leaf, small, teptep, sinageksek. Its midrib, gutdng.

Residue of its leaves, sinagutsut. 
top. ottoky toktoky ngayusdngus. Young, alinsayeky unsayek, unsek. 

Of grass, salingawngaw. Of herbs, young, ulinsayek. Of trees. 
alintayok, putidyok, patiokaw. Of trees, etc. musdmo, mutidyok. 

topped. Tree, inedaw, 
tuber. Of camotes. tugi.
twig, sagingsingy pdting, pangd. Small, tat-d. Of bamboo, salliding. 
twin. ipi.

vine, wakdy gatldng.

wood. Timber, kaiw. Hard, musngil, bilid. Soft pine, gepdew.
Red, sagud. 

wool, dutdut.
young, andk. Unripe, gumbaleng.


