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1 . Introduction
The Binokid dialect is spoken in the northern and central areas of Bukid- 

non，a central province of Mindanao Island (Philippines). It consists of 19 

segmental phonemes1 and 1 suprasegmental phoneme. The syllable is the 

basic unit of word structure，and each syllable consists of one vowel and one 

or two consonants only, arranged in the following two patterns: CV and 

CVC.2 A word consists of one or more of these syllables.

2. Consonants
2 . 1 : Description: There are 15 consonants in Binokid. These in

clude nonvocoids and vocoids of a nonsyllabic character (semivowels \w\ and

!>])• . . .
Stops : Voiceless and voiced unaspirated, bilabial, alveolar, and velar:

p  t k : pdkpak c wings，，taw c our，，bdkbak c frog ’ 

b d g : bdkbak c frog，daw c and ’，bdgbag e corn tassel，
d : This phoneme has an alternant [r] (voiced alveolar flap or trill), 

which is used m intervocalic position by some speakers : e.g. [kalad] c slice，， 
but \tagkalaren ku\ c I am slicing it There are some speakers who prefer 

to use [d\ exclusively, rather than [r] medially between vowels ; this is especially 

true of older persons and those in the mountain areas .Ihe  flapped or 

trilled [r] seems to be more popular with those who also speak Visayan. 

Therefore, one may hear \maddgway\ or [mardgwaj] 4 beautifu l，，\hudd J] or 
[hurd̂ ] e none，n o t，，and so forth. Contrast seems to have been introduced 

in initial and final position by Spanish loans, but it appears that this has not 

yet rearranged the basic pattern of the original phonemes. Examples:

( 1 ) There is a voiceless afFricated alveopalatal stop j  c i which appears in Spanish loans, 

but is not included here. The data in this paper were gathered during five months of field 

work under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, whose Mindanao headquarters 

are at the Mindanao Agricultural College, Musuan, Bukidnon.

(2). There is a Cし V" pattern found in Spanish loans : jtrabahuj ( work \ Two instances 

have been found in fast speech where the CCV pattern occurs in pure Binokid: jd ya j * go, 

there (far) ’ and / W » /  (. represents syllable break) c small，. Further analysis, however, seems 

to indicate that the CV, CVC pattern holds true : the slower jd ijd ”  ‘ go ! ’ is used for chasing 

a dog away. Also note jdiydnj * there * (near), j^atatiyu^l and ^atatyt^ayj serve for c smaller，.
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\riptiliyu\ e cabbage，，\ddhun\ c leaf，，[lugar] £ room，，[kaldd] e slice，.

Note that the voiced alveolar lateral[/] appears in contrast with jd j and 

consequently must be treated as a separate phoneme; example : [burmg] (or 

[bud^ng]) s cat，and [bulung] c medicine，.

Glottal: / ’/ jbdgaj ' flame ’，jbdga,j 6 lungs 

Fricatives : Voiceless alveolar grooved，3 and glottal: 

js j jsdpu 7 c flesh， 
jh j jhapuyj c fire，.

Nasals: Voiced bilabial, alveolar, and velar: jm j jn j jngj 

ĵ alimaj c hand，，「alin a j ‘ smooth water，，jtalingaj ‘ ear，.
Lateral: Voiced alveolar: /// jbulbull "feather，，jpuluj ‘ t ip ，. 

Semi-vowels: Voiced high close front unrounded:

[y卜 jjdnda’j c only，，js u lu jj s net，.

Voiced high close back rounded:

/イ4 jwdsayj c axe，，jgenawj c fever，•

2.2 : Distribution : All consonants except jh j are found in initial and 
final position in the syllable, jh j is found only syllable initial. Illustrations 

of distribution follow:

Stops : jmaputij c white，，「dtepj £ roof5; jtitu j 6 puppy jsuldtj 6 let

ter ，; jk ij c w e，，jmahdldekj £ afraid，; jbdta^j e child，; j^isdbje again，; 

jddhunj c leaf，，I kaldd j c slice，; ĵ adagtj c b ig，，jyikugj c ta il，; jma’dmaj 

‘ man，，jb a lP j ‘ lame，•

Fricatives: jsagingj ‘banana，，jbegasj ‘ rice，； \wdhig\ ‘ water，.

Nasals : jmdnukj ‘ chicken，， jmaddlemj 6 deep，; jnuj c your，， jbulanj 

e moon，; jngadanj c name，，「Mungj c nose，.

Lateral: jlzmbayj 4 song，，jmadakelj c many，.

Semi-vowels : 「h ju j c you (pi.)，，j yubayj c near，; jkawdnanj e right，， 
j7aldawj c sun，.

3. V owels
3 . 1 : Description: There are four vowel phonemes in Binokid, which 

may be represented by the symbols jij, /a/, ju j, and jej.

There is a voiced high front unrounded vocoid ///. Ih is vocoid varies 

from a close [/]5 to an open レ]6 position.

Example : împis\ or ĉmpis\ c egg，.

(3) Retroflexed by some speakers.

(4) These are used rather than /// or juj because of pattern pressure. There are no in

stances anywhere in the language of CVV or VVC syllable patterns, except those involving 

syllable margin i[y and ujw. Since these syllable patterns may also be interpreted as CVC, and 

since this is an overwhelmingly predominant pattern, the questioned segments are interpreted 

as consonants y  and jv instead of vowels / and u.
(5) The more predominant of these variations.

(6) Infrequently lowered to [s] or even [e] in a few Spanish loans.
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There is a voiced open central unrounded vocoid か/. This vocoid 

varies from a low [a]5 to a mid [a] position.
Example : [baldring] or \pAlarmp' e earring

There is a voiced close back rounded vocoid \u\. This vocoid varies 

from a high [u]5 to a mid [o\ position.

Examples : \bulung[ or \bulong\ ‘ medicine，，\ulud\ or [olud] ‘ pile of stones in 

the river，•

There is a voiced high mid to back unrounded vocoid jej. This vocoid 

varies from an open |}]5 to a close [/"] position.

Examples: [b/fl'ing] or [b'/Img] c drunk，，\ul'id\ or \ul'id\ e caterpillar，.

Literate bi-linguals use juj in writing jej, but that is probably the result 

of their familiarity with Visayan, in which the pepet vowel has fallen together 

with ujo phoneme.

4. Suprasegm ental Phoneme
There is a suprasegmental phoneme of stress Contrast is shown 

when stress falls on the penult or ultima, e.g. jbelengj ‘ surprise ’ and jbelengj 

£ drunk Long words may have more than one stress: Jbalangkawhanj 

4 rooster Stress tends to lengthen a vowel, but not always.7 Stress shifts 

on word bases in a few instances’ as follows :

(a) When certain suffixes are added: \tyan tungkay baddtu sa balatungj 

‘ The beans are cheapest ’ ; jkabadatuhen dan sa balatungj ‘ They will make the 

beans cheaper，- The shift is one syllable to the right.

(b) When the speaker wishes to indicate emphasis or agreement: 

jmadagwayj ' beautiful，，jmadagwajj e beautifulL 5

A B rief Illustrative Text

1 . diya> ta bukidnun amin tagbis ha agngaddnan day hu tungkdgu 

there Bukidnon there is bird name we Tungkago

2. adagz ha tagbis ha agkdahd, ta da du^un ta kaldsan 

big bird see only there forest

3. mditem sa pdkpak daw sa lawa din 

black the wings and the body his

4. sa ikug din ma item ad3an ba ndamulan hu maputi daw maligd 

the tail his black also but mixed white and red

5. sa IPeg din manman amin maliga, daw maputi 

the neck his also there is red and white

6. sa pd’a din agkahimu da kdyu ku agddgpu daw harP mahulug 

the feet his capable hold tree if perch and not will fall

(7) More analysis necessary for ascertaining the relationship between stress and length. 

Note j  gabり * yesterday，.
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7. sa tungka^u ddan tagddgpu du，tin hu baliti ta pagkどen din

the tungkago this also roosting there baliti tree because food his 

sa bunga ta kdju hcCen 

the fruit tree that

Free Translation
1 . In Bukidnon there is a bird that we call tungkago. 2. It is a big 

bird that we see only in the forest. 3. His wings and his body are black.

4. His tall is also black, but mixed with red and white. 5. His neck is 

also red and white. 6. His feet are capable of clinging to the tree so he 
won’t fall when he perches. 7. This tungkago also roosts in the baliti tree， 
for its fruit is his food.


